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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
 July 7, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, members of the public and members of the District. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  New Business, 7B,  Agenda (Commissioner Vyverberg) 

 Move:  Unfinished Business, Assistant Chief Work Agreement, to follow Executive Session 

(Commissioner Boling) 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve 

the Agenda as amended. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Larry Freter shared a petition he initiated requesting that the Spokane County Commissioners 

establish a no burn zone near a swimming hole on Valley Chapel Road, and also devote law 

enforcement resources to stop activities near the Latah Creek Bridge and swimming hole.  As the 

owner of the property, he was told he is responsible for activity that happens there.  Mr. Freter has 

spent thousands of dollars in the last 30 years posting signage on his property and he would like the 

county road closed to parking.  Mr. Freter understood the Fire District is unable to sign his petition but 

asked for the support of the Board of Fire Commissioners in closing the road. 

 

Tim Schmidt thanked the Fire District for saving his home from wildfire the previous week.  He 

expressed his frustration at the activity that takes place in the Latah Creek area and stated such 

activities are a threat to his property and to his home.  He asked for collaboration between the Fire 

District, law enforcement, and the county commissioners to stop that activity.  

 

RESOLUTION 15-07 

Resolution 15-07, Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Date Change: 
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Commissioner Vyverberg read the text of Resolution 15-07.  Motion made by Commissioner Rorie 

and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to adopt Resolution 15-07, Resolution to Change the 

Date of the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. District Policy:   Chief Nielsen reported that seven draft policies have been posted for 

comment. 

 

The Chief said staff has asked for clarification on the Public Records Policy relative to fees.  He asked 

the Board if a minimum number of copies could be distributed to a requestor before requiring a fee. 

 

Commissioner Boling said the fees and fee schedules were to be addressed in procedures as costs 

and/or procedures could change easier than a policy could be changed.   

 

Commissioner Vyverberg read the text of RCW 42.56.120. 

 

Chief Nielsen said a $.15 per page fee has been established per current Board Policy.  Staff would like 

to clarify if there was a specific point at which a requestor should be charged.  Be that one page or 500 

pages. 

 

Commissioner Rorie stated one page.   

 

Carol Trescott confirmed that an invoice should be processed and fees charges for small requests and 

said some requestors will not pay when charged. 

 

Commissioner Boling said the District may require that 10% of charges be paid before distributing 

any records and said if payment was an issue staff should require fees be paid before records are 

released.   

   

B. Procedures Committee Update:  Chief Godfrey reported the committee will meet to begin 

the work of finalizing procedures and aligning them with the Board’s policies.   

 

Commissioner Boling asked that a due date be set for completion of the procedures. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg agreed. 

 

Commissioner Rorie said the Board should set a due date for policies and the Procedures Committee 

should set a due date for procedures.  He acknowledged the large workload involved with the project 

but agreed it may be helpful to set some due dates. 

 

Chief Godfrey said it’s a challenge to get all members of the committee together for an extended 

period of time and that it has not had an opportunity to meet as the Board has in drafting policy.  He 

agreed the committee needs to move forward with completion of the project. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Petition for No Burn:  Discussion continued on the activities that take place in the Latah 

Creek area.  Chief Nielsen stated there was a three alarm brush fire at that location Friday afternoon. 
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The Board received a copy of Mr. Larry Freter’s Petition for No Burn Zone.  They also reviewed an 

opinion from the District’s legal counsel relative to the Board’s ability to sign the petition. 

 

Commissioner Boling stated the commissioners are not able to sign the Petition for No Burn but will 

direct the Fire Chief to write a letter to accompany Mr. Freter’s petition. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To direct the Fire 

Chief to draft a letter in support of the Petition for No Burn Zone, and cite the example of the recent 

fire and the high risk to the area.   

 

Mr. Freter stated the road needs to be closed and said that there are other types of fire threats in the 

area other than those from camp fires.   

 

Commissioner Rorie stated the goal is to show Fire District support in the citizen’s effort to move 

forward with their request that the county commissioners close the area.   

 

Commissioner Boling requested the Fire Chief draft a letter with the strongest language allowable in 

support of Mr. Freter’s petition.   

 

Commissioner Boling called the question. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg called for the vote.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Freter asked for direction in moving forward with the county. 

 

Commissioner Boling advised Mr. Freter to phone the county commissioners office, inform them that 

he has a petition for the commissioners, and that he would like to speak at their hearing. 

 

Chief Nielsen confirmed the Board’s direction that the letter he is to draft is to be directed to the 

county commissioners. 

 

B. Agenda:  Commissioner Vyverberg requested that the commissioners receive meeting agendas 

and packets seven days prior to a Board meeting and that the meeting agenda also be posted on the 

District’s website seven days before a meeting. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. 55th Avenue Annexation Petition:  Chief Nielsen reported he has had no further contact or 

correspondence from the City of Spokane regarding any annexation petition.  At the June meeting, the 

Board authorized the Fire Chief to share a memorandum drafted for the District by Brian Snure with 

Geoff Simpson of the State Council of Firefighters.  Mr. Simpson felt Mr. Snure’s analysis was both 

thorough and sound.  He recommended the District may want to contract for services at the same 

amount that it has always received in revenue; or, the District may want to enter into an auto aid 

agreement that calls for an exchange of an equal number of responses in the area, or that would 

provide some type of financial remuneration on a number of calls that are out of balance. 

 

Chief Nielsen said the District has an agreement in place with the City to mitigate the costs of 

annexations. 
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B. Glenngrae Ingress/Egress Follow Up:  Chief Godfrey presented the Board with a staff report 

from Chief Long and summarized the activity that has taken place since Mr. Trowbridge shared his 

concerns at the last BoFC meeting.  Chief Godfrey said Chief Long coordinated a meeting with the 

Board of the Glenngrae Homeowners Association, the City of Spokane Planning Department, Spokane 

County Planning Department, the Spokane Fire Department, and Fire District 8.  All parties discussed 

how the project will work and how residents and emergency responders will enter and exit the 

neighborhood.  Different methods were discussed and an agreement was reached between the 

residents and the county.  Spokane Fire Department’s ladder truck demonstrated it was able to 

maneuver the turn into the neighborhood. Chief Godfrey said having all parties in attendance at one 

time and in one place made a difference in moving forward with the project. 

 

C. IT Status:  Chief Wyrobek presented an update on the on-going IT project.  Since the IT 

workshop, Chief Wyrobek has spoken with Cycrest on several occasions regarding the District’s IT 

needs.  He said Cycrest provided the District with a scaled down version of their RFP response that is 

more pinpoint toward the agency’s needs.  The new proposal follows the same recommendations 

made to the Board in the staff report last September and includes specific costs and options.  Chief 

Wyrobek plans to meet with Chief Nielsen and Chief Godfrey before making a formal 

recommendation to the Board.   

 

Commissioner Vyverberg asked if email archiving could be implemented first to get started.   

 

Chief Wyrobek said there are several options in deciding how to archive email.  Cycrest recommended 

the District use Barracuda service.  Chief Wyrobek will investigate further on whether email archiving 

must happen as a bundle.   

 

Discussion followed on archiving software, search options, data deduplication, and fees.   

 

D. Negotiations – IAFF 3711:  Chief Nielsen reported that labor negotiations will begin July 15th 

between the District and IAFF 37ll.  The current contract expires 12/31/2015.     

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board adjourned to executive session at 6:58 pm to review the performance of a public employee, 

per RCW 42.30.110(g).  Chief Nielsen, Chief Godfrey, and Carol Trescott was asked to attend.  

Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session was expected to last 15 minutes. 

 

At 7:10 Commissioner Vyverberg announced that Executive Session was extended for 15 minutes. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting was called back in session at 7:26 pm.  No 

decisions were made in Executive Session. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

C. Assistant Chief Work Agreement:  Tabled until the August meeting. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 Levy Discussion / filing deadline for the November election / Special Meeting at Station 81 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SCFD8 Summer Open House will be Saturday, July 11th, at Station 85, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:34 pm. 

         

 

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


